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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
Northwich  Urban  District 


of  the 
Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
environmental  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Council^ 
district  for  the  year  1963. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Mr.  Baines  ,  the 
Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Council1 s  Chief 
Officers  for  their  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year. 


I  have  to  honour  to  be 


Your  obedient  servant. 


F.  SEYMOUR. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I 


GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 
(l)  GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Population  (estimated  mid-year  1963)  19,620 
Area  (acres  of  district)  2,626 
Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  6,384 
Rateable  Value  of  Area  £1,443,631 
Product  of  Penny  Rate,  1963/64  £5,970 


Comparative  Statistics  -  1962/3 


i  ‘  . . *  " 
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; 

Year  | 

... 

•: 

| 

♦ 

: 

1962 

1963 

• 

]  Population 

1 

Rateable  Value 
i 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings 

| 

15.530 

£478,183 

£1,900 

6,514 

19,620 

I 

£1,443,631  j 

£5,970  1 

i 

6,384 

1 

9 

j 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

159 

136 

295 

Illegitimate 

4 

4 

8 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per 

1000  population 

#  •  • 

...  15.4 

*Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ...  16.4 

(Comparability  Factor  1,06) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  births,..  2.6 


*See  Page  2 


Infant  Deaths 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  325 


Illegitimate  _  _ 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  total  live  births  16.5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks) 

per  1000  total  live  births  6.6 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week) 

per  1000  total  live  births  6.6 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ( Still  births  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1000  total  live  25.9 

and  still  births) 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  deaths  Nil 

Deaths 


Males 

Females 

Total 

All  causes 

134 

129 

263 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

13.4 

♦Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1000  population 
(Comparability  factor  1.00) 

13.4 

*  NOTE 

The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are  obtained 
when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for  the  way 
in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are  comparable 
with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  corresponding 
adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area. 


2. 


Causes  of  Death 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  the  two 
principal  causes  of  death  were  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  circulation  which  caused  approximately  52^  of  the 
deaths,  and  cancer  which  caused  approximately  19 ?/<>• 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

3.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

4.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

6.  Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

7 .  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

8.  Diabetes 

9*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10.  Coronary  disease  angina 

11.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

12.  Other  heart  disease 

13.  Other  circulatory  disease 

14.  Influenza 

15 .  Pneumonia 

16 .  Bronchitis 

17 .  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

18.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

19.  Congenital  malformations 

20.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

21.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

22.  All  other  accidents 

23.  Suicide 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

- 

1 

1 

7 

8 

15 

15 

1 

16 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

i 

11 

5 

16 

2 

3 

5 

14 

30 

44 

22 

16 

38 

4 

4 

8 

13 

15 

28 

7 

11 

18 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

9 

13 

2 

15 

3 

3 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

6 

12 

18 

4 

- 

4 

5 

4 

9 

1 

- 

1 

134 

129 

265 

3. 


S  B  C  T  I  0  N  II 


HHALTII  SERVICES 


V  Tr  formation  concerning  the  County  Health  Services  in  the  area  such  as 
borne. Help,  Chiropody  Service,  Care  and  After  Care  equipment  etc.,  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  at  Hartford  Hill,  David  Street, 
IMortnwich.  Telephone  number  -  Northwich  4251. 

(2  )  HOSPITAL  PaCILITTRS 


The  Northwich  Urban  District  lies  within  the  area  of  the  Manchester 
Regional  xxospital  Board  whose  offices  are  at  Cheetwood  Road,  Manchester,  8. 
Telephone  number  -  Deansgate  6441. 


During  October  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  decided  to  accept  the 
recommendation  of  the  Medical  Advisory  Committee  that  from  the  hours  of  6  p.m. 
to  9  a.m.  serious  road  accident  cases  should  not  be  admitted  to  Northwich 
nfirmary,  but  taken  direct  to  the  Crewe,  Altrincham  or  Chester  Hospitals, 
his  is  a  policy  in  keeping  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Platt  Committee, 
but  unfortunately  the  local  authorities  and  the  public  were  not  informed  of 
xiis  decision  nor  of  the  reason  for  it  before  it  was  put  into  effect  (although 
1  is  fair  to  say  that  staffing  difficulties  did  precipitate  the  action). 


Considerable  concern  was  felt  locally  when  the  facts  became  known  and 

at  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements  were  being  made  for  representatives  of 

the  Local  Authorities  and  Hospital  Management  Committee  to  meet  to  discuss  the 
s 1 tua 0 1 on • 


r  incident  serves  to  emphasise  the  need  for  the  Regional  Hospital 

Board  to  keep  the  local  authorities  and  the  public  informed  of  prwposed  changes 

and  the  reasons  for  them  in  order  that  there  can,  if  necessary,  be  discussion 
before  implementation. 


.  ,  1116  sh°rta£e  of  geriatric  beds  continued  in  the  area,  although  a  small 
geriatric  unit  is  due  to  open  in  the  early  months  of  1964  at  D,  venham.  It  is 
felt,  nowever,  that  this  will  make  only  a  small  contribution  to  the  ultimate 
solution  of  this  problem,  and  reference  is  made  later  in  the  report  to  the  fact 
tha.  acute  hospital  beds  in  the  local  infirmary  are  blocked  by  virtue  of  this 


Hi th  regard  to  the  new  District  Hospital  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  can 
fuV!  N  lndication  of  its  future  siting  -  at  least  the  Council  has  time  to  ensure 
at  the  needs  of  the  area  are  fully  appreciated  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


4. 


(3) 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


The  -Ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is  under 
radio  control  from  central  control  at  County  Hall,  Chester.  All  999  calls 
made  by  members  of  the  public  are  immediately  connected  to  this  central  control. 
The  arrangement  for  non-urgent  calls  is  that  the  patient  or  general  practitioner 
should  ring  the  Northwich  Depot  -  Telephone  number  :  Northwich  3355# 

(4)  LABORATORY  facilities 


Specimens  and  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Department  are  submitted  for 
examination  at  the  Chester  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

(5)  MIDWIFERY  AM)  HOME  NURSING 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  by  the  under¬ 
mentioned  nurses  covering  the  district 


District  Served 


Wit ton  Ward 


Castle 


Wit ton  &  Castle 
Wal’d  Relief 


Male  Nurse 


Hartford  &  Castle 


Leftwich 


Wit ton,  Winnington 
and  Northwich 


Name  &  Address  of  Nurse 

dMrs.  I.  Owen, 

Dinas tre, 

Lime  Avenue, 

Leftwich. 

+Mrs,  P.E,  Mounsey, 

228,  Chester  Road, 
Hartford. 

+Mrs.  B.T.  Dorman, 
Ardeme  House, 

Hodge  Lane, 

Hartford. 

+Mr.  W.G.  Hudson, 

20  Mere  Road, 

Mars ton. 

*Mrs .  P.  Edwards, 

28  Stones  Manor  Lane, 
Hartford. 

*Mrs.  W.  Place, 

22  Fairfield  Road, 
Leftwich. 

*Miss  D.  Price, 

38  Water  Street, 
Northwich. 

■^Indicates  Midwife 
4-Indioates  Home  Nurse 

5. 


Telephone  No. 

Northwich  3093 

Northwich  5083 

Northwich  4513 

Comberbach  425 

Northwich  4737 

Northwich  3050 

Northwich  2314 


(6) 


IIBALTE  VISITORS 


The  uealth  Visitors  for  the  Northwich.  Urban  District  are;— 


District 

Name  &  Address 

Telephone  No. 

Castle,  Winning ton 
and  Greenbank 

Mrs.  Conlin, 

Darland  House, 

Winnington  Hill, 

Northwich, 

Northwich  4643 

Northwich  town 
including  London 

Road  &  Wit ton 

Lostock  (part  of) 

Mrs.  I*  Harris, 

Parkfield  Clinic, 

Middlewich  Road, 

Northwich. 

Northwich  2186 

Leftwich 

Miss  A.  Gratrix, 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

85  Wheelock  Street, 
Middlewich. 

Middlewich  165 

(7)  CHILD  WELFARE 

CENTRES 

Centre 

Location 

Sessions 

Northwich 

Darland  House  Clinic, 
Winnington  Hill, 

Northwich. 

each  Tuesday 
afternoon  2-4  p.m. 

Northwich 

Parkfield  Clinic, 

Middlewich  Road, 

Northwich, 

each  Thursday 
afternoon  2-4  p.m. 

Leftwich 

The  Farm, 

Old  Hall  Estate, 

Leftwich. 

2nd  &  4th  Tuesdays 
2-4  p.m. 

Lostock 

Tennis  Pavilion, 

I . C .  I .  Los  took  Works . 

2nd  &  4th  Wednesdays 
2-4  p.m. 

Welfare  and  Proprietary  foods  are  sold  to  mothers  attending  the  Clinics. 


6. 


(8)  The  district  is  fortunate  in  having  an  active  Council  of  Social 
Service  on  which  representatives  of  the  various  voluntary  and  statutory 
services  are  represented* 

During  the  year  the  Council  contributed  £170  towards  the  costs 
of  running  this  service* 

The  Council  of  Social  Service  sponsors  the  running  of  various 
Old  People’s  Clubs  in  the  area,  gives  assistance  in  kind,  i.e*,  coal 
and  food  vouchers  to  needy  families  and,  during  the  year,  started  a 
Luncheon  Club  in  Northwich,  This  is  being  run  primarily  for  elderly 
persons  living  alone  (but  all  elderly  persons  are  eligible  to  attend 
on  applying  to  the  Secretary,  The  Salt  Museum,  Northwich)*  The  cost 
of  a  meal  is  l/6d  and  it  is  felt  that  this  has  been  of  very  considerable 
benefit  to  the  persons  attending  and  forms  a  useful  addition  to  the  Meals 
on  Wheels  Service,  which  is  organised  and  run  by  the  W.V.S,  Enquiries 
regarding  the  latter  should  be  made  to  Mrs*  Stott,  The  Laurels,  Norley 
Road,  Ouddington  -  Telephone  number:  Sandiway  3361* 


(9)  OLD  PEOPLE'S  CLUBS 


Club 

Castle  &  Winnington  Old 
Friends1  Club, 

Barbers  Lane, 

Queensgate , 

Northwich* 

Lostock  Gralam  Monday  Club, 
Lostock  Social  Club. 

Winnington  House  Veterans  Club, 
'Winnington  House* 

Leftwich  Estate  Over  60*3  Club, 
Farm  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

Witton  -  Darby  &  Joan  Club, 
Bourne  Methodist  School  Room, 
Witton  Street, 

Northwich. 

Darby  &  Joan  Club, 

W.V.S*  Civil  Defence  Centre, 
Hayhursb  Street, 

Northwich* 

/ 

Northwich  Parish  Church, 
Pensioners’  Association, 
Church  Institute, 

Northwich. 


Date  and  Time 
Tuesdays  ~  2*50  p.m. 

Alternate  Mondays  -  2.30  p.m. 

Daily  *  Monday  to  Saturday 
2  p.m*  onwards 

Alternate  Wednesdays  - 
2.30  p.m, 

Mondays  -  2  p.m* 


Thursdays  -  2*15  p.m* 


Afternoons 


7* 


10. 


PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  CLUB 


In  September,  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  W.V.S.,  inaugurated  a  Social  Club  for  Physically  Handicapped  Persons. 

The  Club  is  held  in  a  very  pleasant  hall  in  Castle,  Northwich,  on 
alternate  Thursdays  from  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m.  Physically  handicapped  persons 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  60  are  eligible  to  attend  and  transport  is 
provided  by  the  Ambulance  Service  or  members  of  the  W.V.S.  Enquiries 
regarding  membership  should  be  made  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Offi  cer 
Hartford  Hill,  David  Street,  Northwich. 


_  -  P1*3  Divisional  Health  Committee  hire  the  hall  from  the  Castle  Over 

bO  s  Club,  who  have  been  most  generous  in  allowing  the  Club  to  use  their 
full  facilities  (e.g.  games,  crockery,  etc.),  and  kindly  gave  permission 
..or  certain  adaptations  to  be  made  -  ramp,  and  handrails  in  toilets. 


.  This  Club  has  filled  a  very  real  need  in  the  lives  of  many 
Physically  Handicapped  Persons  in  the  area.  They  particularly  welcome 
the  change  of  scene  and  the  opportunity  of  making  new  friends.  The 
activities  of  the  Club  extend  from  a  quiet  chat,  dominoes,  cards, 
occasional  bingo,  Xmas  Party  with  entertainment,  end  cine  film  shows  - 

1°  /ut?fe  Pla?s  of  a  handicraft  group  and  trip  to  the  Zoo  and  theatre. 
Funds  for  its  social  activities  have  been  very  kindly  donated  by  many 
local  organisations. 


11.  FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINIC 


_  ,n  A  Family  Planning  Clinic  is  held  every  Monday,  from  2  p.m.  to 
5.30  p.m,,  at  the  County  Council  Clinic,  Weaver  Street,  Winsford. 

12 .  MOTHERS 1  CLUB 


q  ^  v  A  M?BerS'  Club»  open  t0  mothers  from  all  areas,  commenced  in 
. ep  eaDer,  1963,  at  Darland  House  Clinic,  Winnington  Hill,  Northwich.  Any 
interested  person  should  contact  Mrs.  Conlin,  Health  Visitor,  at  Darland  House. 


8. 


SECTION  III 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1951 


Section  47 

Under  this  Section  when  persons  (a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease 
or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated ,  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions,  and  (b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from 
other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention,  the  local  authority  may  apply  to  a  court 
of  summary  jurisdiction  for  an  Order  to  remove  the  person  to  a  suitable  place. 


V'Jith  regard  to  the  expeditious  procedure  as  laid  down  in  the  National 
Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951*  the  Medical  Officer  of  health  or  any  duly 
qualified  person  acting  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  health  is  authorised  by  the 
Council  to  make  the  requisite  application  to  a  Justice. 

One  such  case  was  dealt  with  during  the  year.  She  was  an  elderly  person 
living  alone  who  had  deteriorated  to  the  extent  of  being  unable  to  move.  She 
was  senile  and  suffering  from  ulceration  of  her  legs  and  abdomen.  However, 
she  adamantly  refused  to  go  into  hospital  or  have  a  home  nurse  or  home  help  in. 

Following  consultation  with  her  family  Doctor,  application  was  made  to  a 
local  Justice  for  an  Order  for  her  removal.  This  was  granted  ond  she  was 
removed  the  same  afternoon  to  the  local  Infirmary.  It  is  pleasant  to  report 
that  now,  six  months  later,  she  is  vastly  improved,  but  still  occupies  ar]  "acute" 
bed  while  she  awaits  transfer  to  a  geriatric  ward.  This  may  well  be  a  long  wait 
due  to  the  serious  shortage  of  geriatric  beds  in  this  area. 

Section  50 


Under  this  Section  the  District  Council  ha*s  the  duty  to  arrange  for  the 
burial  of  any  person  who  has  died  in  their  area,  if  no  suitable  arrangements 
for  the  disposal  of  the  body  are  being  made. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  Section  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  IV 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


(l)  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  are  the  infectious  diseases  notified  for  the  years 
1962  and  1963. 


1  DISEASE 

Cases  Notified  \ 

r 

f 

1962 

|  1963  | 

|  Pneumonia 

8 

5  [ 

1  Dysentery 

•  1 

1 

• 

|  Measles 
• 

185 

157  | 

)  Meningitis 

t  \  1 

1 

: 

|  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

: 

1 

|  Scarlet  Fever  j 

|  Whooping  Cough 

i  .  | 

* . — " — — — 

12 

10  j 

4  | 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  years s- 

1251  1251  1221  1222.  1256  1357  1938  1959  i960  1961  1962  1363 

106  79  66  80  75  81  81  81  79  70  55  40 

(2)  B.C.G.  PROTECTION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 


B«C.G#  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  is  carried  out  at  the  local 
Chest  Clinic  on  actual  contacts  of  tuberculosis  and  some  maternity  hospitals 
in  Mancnesler  vaccinate  new  bom  babies.  The  parents  of  school  children  of 
the  12  -  13  years . age  group  in  the  area  are  offered  this  form  of  protective 

treatment  for  tneir  children,  and  during  1963  there  was  an  acceptance  rate 
of  83%. 


The  percentage  of  children  found  to  be  Tuberculin  positive  (i.e. 
those  who  had  been  infected  with  tuberculosis  at  some  stage  of  their  life) 

was  21y:<9«  Inese  children  are  subsequently  kept  under  observation  a*t  the 
local  Chest  Clinic. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  very  satisfactory  increase  in  the 
percentage  of  parents  accepting  and  the  fall  in  the  number  of  children  who 
are  tuberculin  positive. 


: 

•  Year 

t 

f 

Children  j 
Eligible  j 

j 

Percentage  of 
Parents  consenting 

Percentage 
Tuberculin  Positive 

Percentage 
Tuberculin  Negative: 
and  Vaccinated  j 

!  1961 

806  j 

70$ 

3C $ 

; 

7C$  1 

}  1962 

1,326  1 

76$ 

28$ 

' 

72$ 

|  1963  | 

i . . . 1 

1,453  '  ( 

ey/o 

21$ 

DIPHTHERIA  MOTISATION 

— nwn  „  n.^1  ■  *  ■■  "  mnwwm » 

The  need  for  imunisation  against  Diphtheria  remains  as  important  as 
ever  if  the  comuni ty  is  to  remain  free  from  this  deadly  disease.  The 
immunisation  rate  for  the  pre-school  child  is  fairly  satisfactory,  but  the 
re-immunisation  of  the  school  entrant  needs  to  be  substantially  improved 
The  answer  to  this  problem  is,  I  am  sure,  to  provide  parents  with  the 
opportunity  of  having  their  child  immunised  at  school  if  they  are  unable 
to  go  to  their  family  Doctor,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Divisional 
Health  Committee  are  arranging  for  this  to  be  done  in  the  larger  schools. 
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SECTION  V 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 
Housing  Inspections 

Number  of  visits  &  revisits  to  houses  under  Public  Health  Acts 
umber  of  visits  &  revisits  to  houses  under  Housing  Acts 
Visits  to  houses  under  Rent  Acts 

Visits  to  houses  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants 
Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 


•  •  • 


Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 

Visits 


9  0* 


•  ♦  • 


•  •  • 


to  Butchers’  shops 
to  Fish  Shops 
to  Grocers’  shops 
to  Ice-Cream  premises 
to  Restaurants  and  Canteens 
to  Bakehouses  and  Confectioners 
to  Dairies 
to  Slaughterhouses 
to  Markets  re  Food  Stalls 


i  •  • 


•  9  • 


♦  •  • 


•  •  • 


#99 


•  • 


9  9  9 


•  99 


•  9  9 


•  •  • 

•  •  9 

•  9  9 

9  9  9 


9  9  9 


9  9  9 


9  9  9 


•  9  9 


Infectious  Disease,  Rodent  &  Vermin 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  vermin 
Number  of  rooms  disinfected 
Revisits  . j # 

Visits  where  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred 
Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  . . . 

Other  Visits 

Visits  and  Inspections  of  Factories 
Visits  in  connection  with  Water  Supply 
Interviews 

Miscellaneous  visits  ... 

Visits  &  Observations  re  Atmospheric  Pollution  !  .*  # 
Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Visits  &  Inspections  re  Refuse  Collection! disposal 


9  9  9 


9  9a 


9  9  9 


9  9  9 


•  99 


•  99 


•  •  # 


9  9  9 


•  • 


•  •  • 


9  9  9 


9  9  9 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


1963 

78 

372 

75 


63 

9 

48 

4 

18 

31 

2 

1026 

90 


10 

16 

4 

4 

420 


22 

4 

538 

57 

72 

2 

349 
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(l)  WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  services  are  under  the  control  of  the  Mid  and  South 
East  Cheshire  Water  Board,  whose  offices  are  at  Weaver ham  Grange, 
Northwich. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  ’Water  Board  submitted  copies 
of  the  bacteriologist’s  reports  of  samples  of  water  taken  in  the 
Northwich  Urban  District. 

Of  the  183  samples  taken,  1  was  suspicious  and  eight  unsatis¬ 
factory,  the  latter  being  in  the  Castle  area.  However,  in  only 
one  case  were  any  faecal  coli  isolated  and  then  only  one  in  100  ml. 
of  water .  The  Water  Board  has  carried  out  an  intensive  programme 

of  sampling  and  mains  flushing  and  in  fact  all  the  samples  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  year  were  satisfactory.  As  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  .Report  it  is  considered  that  the  non- faecal  type  of  coliform 
organisms  isolated  are  associated  with  algal  growths  in  the  mains 
and  are  not  indicative  of  any  pollution  of  the  supply  which  is 
considered  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

The  water  in  the  district  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

There  are  no  stand  pipes  in  the  Urban  District. 

(2)  PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

Swimming  attendance  for  the  year  was  102,640,  an  all  time  record 
which  will  probaly  never  be  exceeded  with  the  present  facilities. 

Large  numbers  of  people  travel  distances  of  over  ten  miles  to 
use  the  Northwich  Baths  because  they  do  not  have  a  swimming  bath  in 
their  own  area. 

At  present  the  chlorination  and  filtration  equipment  are  coping 
satisfactorily  with  the  heavy  load.  The  chlorine  residual  in  the 
pool  is  checked  by  the  attendants  every  two  hours  using  a  colorimeter 
set.  Likewise  the  alkalinity  is  checked  twice  per  day. 

The  number  of  hot  baths  has  slightly  increased  due  to  more  casual 
callers  such  as  travelling  fair  people,  etc. 

During  the  winter  the  glass  section  of  the  main  roof  was  renewed 
and  this  resulted  in  heat  losses  from  the  pool  being  reduced. 

.Repairs  and  decorations  were  also  carried  out  at  this  time  by  Council 
employees. 

The  4  samples  of  water  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 
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Paddling  Pool  -  Church  Walk 


This  amenity  was  in  full  use  during  the  summer  months  and  is 
filled  and  emptied  twice  weekly  $  the  water  is  treated  with  sodium 
hypochlorite  solution. 

(3)  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Following  on  last  year's  Report  which  referred  to  the 
construction  of  a  30n  diameter  sewer  in  Chester  Way,  the  following 
is  an  extract  from  a  report  which  has  been  submitted  to,  and 
accepted  by,  the  Council. 

!,The  scheme  comprises  in  the  main  the  resewerage  of 
Northwich  from  dtation  Koad  in  the  East  to  the  River  Dane 
in  the  South  and  the  top  of  Leicester  Street  to  the  North, 
part  of  the  main  sewer  along  Chester  Way  has  already  been 
laid,  this  is  a  3Ct!  diameter  pipe.  The  new  36”  diameter 
pipe  will  be  laid  from  the  junction  of  Chester  Way  with 
Timber  Lane  through  to  Barons  Quay  and  a  Pumping  Station 
constructed  at  Barons  <*uay  to  pump  the  foul  sewage  through 
a  12{i  Cast  Iron  Pumping  main  along  High  Street  and  London 
Road  into  the  Dock  Road  Pumping  Station  drainage  system. 

T.ue  Pumping  Station  at  Barons  '^uay  has  been  designed 
to  deal  with  the  ultimate  flow  expected  over  the  next  sixty 
years  and  provision  has  been  made  for  the  re-*development  of 
the  Town  Centre,  as  indicated  upon  the  Comprehensive 
Development  Plan.  considerable  difficulty  has  been  exper¬ 
ienced  as  the  lowest  part  of  High  Street  is  only  some  6ft. 
above  normal  river  level  and  medium  floods  occur  at  least 
once  per  year.  In  order  to  prevent  the  flooding  of  the 
new  sewers  by  the  river  in  times  of  flood,  they  have  been 
kept  to  the  highest  possible  level  and  indeed  under  High 
otreet  the  top  of  the  pipe  will  only  be  approximately  1 2" 
from  the  road  surface.  The  matter  is  further  complicated 
by  the  necessity  for  making  the  pipes  flexible  to  allow 
for  future  subsidence  and  over  the  length  of  the  main  from 
Crown  Street  through  Cotton  Works  Yard,  it  is  proposed  to 
insert  the  sewer  in  a  square  concrete  box  culvert ,  the 
lids  of  which  will  be  removable. 

ihe  Pumping  Station  has  also  been  designed  in  a 
manner  to  allow  for  subsidence  without  damaging  the  Pumping 
equipment  and  the  Pump  House  itself  will  be  a  frame  building 
which  can  be  jacked  up  as  required.  It  is  proposed  to 
construct  three  large  Settling  Tanks  at  this  point  to  deal 
with  Stormwater  and  these  Tanks  will  be  constructed  in  such 
a  manner  that  they  can  be  jacked  back  into  level  should 


14. 


subsidence  occur. 


The  total  costs  of  the  scheme  is  estimated  at 
£225,437*  17.  6d.,  which  is  considerably  above  the  earlier 
estimates  given  but  it  has  been  apparent  as  detailed 
design  has  continued,  that  the  necessary  precautions 
against  flooding  and  subsidence  would  prove  very  costly. 

The  design  has  been  discussed  with  the  Cheshire  River 
Board  over  the  past  year  and  has  now  been  submitted  in 
total  to  the  Board  and  is  expected  to  be  approved  by  them." 

This  report  was  the  subject  of  a  private  Inquiry  by  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  and  with  slight  modifications  the 
scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  work  will  be  commenced  by  mid-1964, 

(4)  RIVER  POjjLUTION 


With  the  completion  of  the  scheme  referred  to  in  the  last 
paragraph  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  little  pollution  of  the 
rivers  in  Northwich  from  untreated  sewage  under  normal  weather 
conditions . 

(5)  CLOSET  ACCOMODATION 

There  are  still  two  closets  existing  in  the  district,  but  in  the 
immediate  future  one  of  the  firms  in  question  is  transferring  premises 
and  water  closets  will  be  provided.  The  other  remaining  one  is  a 
chemical  closet  and  access  into  the  sewers  is  not  possible. 

( 6 )  REFUSE  COLLECTION 

This  service  was  maintained  satisfactorily  during  1963.  The 
majority  of  the  district  receives  a  weekly  collection  and  the 
remainder  under  normal  circumstances  varies  from  a  7  to  8  day 
collection.  The  improvement  has  been  brought  about  after  some 
re-organisation  of  the  service  with  the  new  Dennis  22/30  cubic  yard 
Paxit  Major  3  vehicle,  which  was  delivered  in  late  1962. 

Provision  of  Dustbins 

Dustbins  are  provided  by  the  Council  and  are  charged  to  the  Rate 
Fund.  During  1963  approximately  360  bins  were  provided. 

(7)  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 

Tipping  was  completed  on  the  Manchester  Road  site  and  the  area 
left  to  settle  prior  to  grading  and  covering  with  soil.  When  this 
grading,  etc.,  has  been  completed  it  is  proposed  to  grass  the  area. 
This  piece  of  land  hitherto  water-logged  and  below  road  level  will 
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join  those  other  areas  in  the  town  which  have  been  reclaimed  by 
tipping  and  afterwards  become  useful  areas. 

Unfortunately  a  new  tipping  site  was  not  available  as  had  been 
anticipated  and  it  was  necessary  to  carry  out  tipping  on  a  temporary 
site  on  Barons  Quay,  pending  the  acquisition  of  alternative  sites. 

The  tipping  carried  out  at  Barons  Quay,  however,  did  add  an  area  to 
land  which  is  eventually  to  be  used  as  a  large  car  park  in 
conjunction  with  the  town’s  re-development  plans.  A  new  site  was 
obtained  at  the  end  of  the  year  off  the  New  Warrington  Road  and 
although  only  a  temporary  permission  has  been  obtained,  the  owners 
have  indicated  their  willingness  to  sell,  and  at  the  time  of  this 
Report  the  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  the  District  Valuer. 

Salvage  is  kept  separate,  and  kitchen  waste  is  collected  from 
canteens,  restaurants,  etc.,  and  sold  to  an  authorised  dealer.  During 
the  year  the  following  amounts  of  salvage  were  disposed  of 


Tons 

cwts 

qrs . 

OLJ  9  O  • 

d. 

Total  Paper  Salvage 

456. 

11. 

1. 

3,775.  1. 

4. 

Kitchen  Waste 

61. 

6. 

3. 

214.  13. 

6. 

Scrap  Metal  8c  Rags 

1. 

8. 

1. 

28.  10. 

3. 

Totals 

519. 

6 . 

1. 

£4, 018.  5. 

1. 

(8)  CANAL  BO/iTS 

A  total  of  99  boats  are  registered  with  this  Authority,  the 
reason  for  this  large  number  being  that  the  headquarters  of  the 
British  Waterways  Southern  Fleet  is  situated  at  Northwich. 

(9)  LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  in  Northwich  and  the  only 
problem  which  arises  is  that  of  odd  caravans  parking  for  short  periods 
withyn  the  district.  In  most  cases,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
police,  it  is  possible  to  persuade  the  occupiers  to  move  to  some 
other  area.  There  are  no  really  suitable  places  within  the  Urban 
District  where  a  licensed  caravan  site  could  be  established,  other¬ 
wise^  consideration  might  be  given  to  the  possibilities  jf  arranging 
a  suitable  site  where  these  odd  caravans  could  park  for  temporary 

periods  and  pay  a  fee  for  the  facilities  which  would  have  to  be 
provided. 

(10)  RODENT  CONTROL 


me  position  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  in  the  area  is 
fairly  static.  One  man  is  employed  as  a  Rodent  Operative  and  a 
small  number  of  contracts  exist  for  treatment  at  firms  in  the  district. 
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Other  premises  in  the  area  possess  contracts  with  outside 
disinfestation  firms,  consequently  there  is  a  comprehensive  control 
which  prevents  any  build  up  of  infestation.  Refuse  tips  which 
have  ceased  to  be  used  and  any  in  operation  are  regularly  inspected 
and  any  infestations  immediately  treated. 

A  free  service  is  given  to  householders  in  respect  of  both 
rats  and  mice  and  in  view  of  this  there  is  no  hesitation  on  the 
part  of  the  householder  to  report  any  infestation.  In  view  of  the 
wet  summer  of  19&3 »  and  the  consequent  surcharging  of  sewers,  it 
was  not  felt  necessary  to  carry  out  any  treatment  for  rats  in 
sewers,  although  on  odd  occasions  parts  of  the  sewers  in  isolated 
parts  of  the  district  were  treated  when  suspicion  arose  of  the 
possibilities  of  a  rat  infestation. 

A  summary  of  action  taken  during  the  year  is  given  below  : 

RODENT  CONTROL  DURING  1963 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All  Other 
(including 
business 
premises) 

Agri- 

cult 

ural 

1 .  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  notification 

1 

70 

53 

2.  Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : 

Common  Rat 

1 

66 

40 

Ship  Rat 

— 

— 

_ 

House  Mouse 

- 

2 

13 

- 

3.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  in  the  course 
of  survey  under  the  Act 

1 

58 

4.  Number  of  such  properties 
found  to  be  infested  by  : 

Common  Rat 

1 

9 

Ship  Rat 

— 

— 

— 

House  Mouse 

! 

< 

1 

1 

— 

7 

- 
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RODENT  CONTROL  DURING  1963  (cont’d) 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Local 

Auth¬ 

ority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

All  other 
(including 
business 
premises ) 

Agri¬ 

cult 

ural 

5.  Total  inspections  carried 
out-including  re-inspections 

3 

172 

245 

6.  Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority 

2 

70 

69 

7.  Number  of  ’Block  Control* 
schemes  carried  out 

NIL 

(11)  DISINFESTATION  OF  PREMISES 

A  free  service  is  available  in  respect  of  certain  insects,  but 
it  was  only  necessary  to  give  treatment  at  ten  premises,  the  details 
of  which  are  given  below 

Beetles  .  4 

Bed  Bugs  .  2 

Precautionary  measure 
for  Bugs .  4 

Although  the  treatment  for  ants  was  discontinued,  advice  is  given 
to  anyone  having  difficulties*  Should  the  infestation  get  out  of  hand 
the  Department  will  give  further  assistance. 

(12)  SAG,  FLOCK  AND  0THB5  FILLINGS  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

One  factory  is  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  the  standards 
continue  to  be  very  high. 

(13)  PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1931 

There  are  three  licensed  premises  and  these  are  satisfactory. 
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(14)  CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  ACT,  1953 

Registration  of  Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

There  are  now  44  hairdressers1  and  barbers*  premises  registered 
with  the  Authority,  this  being  an  increase  of  1  on  last  year's 
figures*  It  was  only  possible  to  make  two  inspections  during  the 
year. 

(15)  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Consideration  was  given  during  the  year  to  the  possibility  of 
creating  the  first  clean  air  zone  in  the  town.  Unfortunately  due 
to  difficulties  arising  over  the  availability  of  adequate  supplies 
of  solid  smokeless  fuel  consideration  was  deferred.  It  is  difficult 
at  this  stage  to  know  how  clean  air,  which  everyone  must  accept  as 
being  desirable,  can  be  achieved  under  the  circumstances  existing 
at  the  present  time. 

It  has  been  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  complain  to 
representatives  of  British  Railways  regarding  smoke  nuisances  arising 
either  from  traffic  passing  through  the  area  or  from  the  engine  sheds 
at  Northwich  Station.  Although  the  officials  concerned  are  very 
co-operative  and  helpful,  and  undoubtedly  some  improvement  has  taken 
place ,  conditions  do  arise  which  are  both  intolerable  and 
unnecessary.  Disciplinary  action  has  been  taken  by  British 
Railways  against  the  offenders,  but  it  is  felt  that  a  nationalised 
industry  should  set  a  standard  which  would  obviate  complaints. 

Although  nuisances  arise  occasionally  from  other  industrial 
sources,  the  problem  is  not  of  any  great  magnitude,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  in  the  near  future,  the  problem  of  black  smoke  from 
one  firm  will  have  been  dealt  with. 

» 

Close  liason  is  maintained  with  H.M.  Alkali  Inspectors  who  are 
responsible  for  the  control  of  the  major  emissions  to  atmosphere 
from  the  chemical  works. 

06)  MORTUARY 

The  mortuary  is  in  regular  use  and  the  numbers  compared  with 
last  year  are  almost  identical,  if  one  has  regard  to  the  fact  that 
in  1962  17  bodies  were  brought  from  a  railway  crash  into  the 

Northwich  mortuary.  During  the  year  the  number  of  bodies  going 
into  the  Mortuary  was  197?  and  of  these  47  were  for  post-mortem 
examination. 

The  Mortuary  is  available  for  the  whole  of  the  urban  district 
and  the  adjoining  parishes  of  the  Northwich  Rural  District,  and 
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consists  of  a  post-mortem  room*  a  refrigerator  with  space  for  three 
bodies,  a  waiting  room  and  chapel  or  viewing  room. 

Although  the  mortuary  is  adequate  at  the  present  time,  it  is 
likely  that  in  the  future  an  additional  refrigerator  unit  will  be 
required  unless  the  local  undertakers  are  able  to  provide  and 
maintain  a  funeral  parlour  of  their  own. 

07)  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

No  new  industries  were  established  in  the  town  during  the  year 
although  efforts  were  made  to  attract  alternative  industry  in  order 
to  provide  work  for  a  slightly  increased  number  of  unemployed  and 
guard  against  the  effects  of  possible  further  redundancy  in  the 
town’s  main  industry. 

Although  the  industries  of  the  town  include  a  steel  works, 
foundry,  ship  building  yards,  leather  works,  carpet  factory  and 
clothing  factories,  the  main  source  of  employment  is  the  large 
chemical  works. 

Outworkers 

During  19&3  there  were  2  persons  employed  as  outworkers,  one 
person  was  engaged  on  altering  wearing  apparel  and  the  other  making 
ladies’  clothing. 

(18)  SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

This  Act  is  administered  in  its  entirety  by  the  Northwich  Urban 
District  Council. 

The  new  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963*  will 
supersede  that  part  of  the  Shops  Act  relating  to  sanitary  fittings, 
ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops,  etc.,  but  the  other  part, 
that  is,  half-day  closing,  permitted  hours  of  sale,  etc.  will  still 
be  operative  as  part  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

(19)  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

In  1963  four  areas  were  put  forward  as  Clearance  Areas  and 
subsequently  the  Council  decided  to  deal  with  them  by  means  of 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

The  Clearance  Areas  in  question  were 


London  Road  Nos.  1  &  2  Clearance  Areas 

Hollands  Road  No. 3  Clearance  Area 

Wit ton  Street/Warrington  Road  Clearance  Area 


24  houses 
3  houses 
8  houses 
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Public  Inquiries  were  held  in  respect  of  Wit ton  Street  and 
y/arrington  Road  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  November,  1963 ,  and 
in  respect  of  London  Road  Nos.  1  and  2  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 
and  Hollands  Road  No. 3  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  December,  1963. 
The  Litton  Street/  Barrington  Road  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was 
confirmed  early  in  1964,  with  slight  modifications  which  in  no  way 
affect  the  clearance  area,  and  a  well— maintained  grant  was  given  in 
respect  of  one  house.  At  the  time  of  this  report  no  decision  had 
been  received  from  the  Ministry  in  respect  of  London  Road. 

During  1963  houses  in  John  Street,  Chester  Way  and  Timber  Lane 
areas  were  demolished  and  cleared. 

Individual  Unfit  houses 

8  houses  were  represented  as  individual  unfit  houses  and  made 
subject  to  Closing  Orders.  Three  houses  in  the  ownership  of  the 
Northwich  Urban  District  Council  were  certified  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  unfit  and  demolished 5  these  were  Nos.  4l ,  43 
and  45  London  Road. 

(20)  SUB-STANDARD  HOUSES 

It  is  anticipated  that  during  1964  an  area  on  the  Castle  Bard, 
comprising  approximately  eighty  houses,  wall  be  dealt  with  by  means 
Oi  clearance  and  compulsory  purchase  for  re-development,  and  two  or 
three  other  small  areas  are  to  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  circumstances 

allow.  These  are  in  the  Paradise  Street  area,  Jubilee  Street  and 
B^ardmans  Place. 

The  main  delay  which  may  occur  would  be  as  a  result  of 
difficulties  in  re— nousing  and  those  which  may  occur  in  connection 
wi oh  the  planning  and  approval  of  the  re-development  schemes, 

A  noticeable  improvement  is  taking  place  in  the  state  of 
repair  and  provision  01  amenities  in  the  increasing  number  of 
houses  which  are  owner  occupied. 

It  is  also  anticipated  that  some  three  or  four  sub— standard 
houses  purchased  by  this  Council  will  be  repaired  and  improved 
and  brought  back  into  occupation  after  having  been  subject  to 
Closing  Orders. 

(21)  GRANTS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT  OF  OLD  HOUSES 

The  number  of  payments  in  respect  of  Standard  and  Discretionary 
Grants  was  lower  than  the  previous  year .  Every  encouragement  is 
given  to  anyone  wishing  to  improve  their  properties. 
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The  amount  of  £985.  7s*  7d.  was  paid  in  respect  of  9  Standard 
Grants  and  £4,398*  Is.  6d.  in  respect  of  18  Discretionary  Grants. 

(22)  RENT  ACT,  1937 

There  were  no  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
during  the  year. 
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(23)  COUNCIL  HOUSES  IN  NORTHWICH 


The  position  with  regard  to  dwelling  accommodation  provided  by 
Northwich  U.D.C.,  is  based  on  information  from  the  Housing  Department, 
and  the  position  on  1st  April,  1963,  was  as  follows 


Types  of  Accommodation 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

Purchased 

Properties 

Total 

Houses  -  1  Bedroom 

14 

14 

-  2  Bedrooms 

24 

308 

23(a) 

355 

-  3  Bedrooms 

224 

883 

5 

1112 

-  4  Bedrooms 

25 

24 

1 

50 

-  5  Bedrooms 

— 

5 

5 

-  6  Bedrooms 

14 

- 

14 

Flats  -  1  Bedroom 

10 

10 

-  2  Bedrooms 

mm 

3^(b) 

2 

36 

-  3  Bedrooms 

— 

11(c) 

11 

-  4  Bedrooms 

4(d) 

- 

4 

|  Bungalows  -  1  Bedroom 

• 

6? 

ri 

67 

-  2  Bedrooms 

- 

133 

133 

-  3  Bedrooms 

- 

1 

- 

» 

Temporary  Bungalows  - 

2  Bedrooms 

- 

50 

- 

50 

301 

1530 

31 

1862 

Notes : 


(a)  Includes  19  houses  scheduled  for  demolition 
\bj  Includes  4  2— Bed  flats  over  shops 

(c)  11  3-Bed  flats  over  shops 

(d)  4  4-Bed  flats  over  shops 


.  wa2ting  list  of  applicants  for  Council  accommodation  numbered 

327  in  December,  1963?  and  the  accommodation  required  by  these  applicants 
is  as  follows 

77  persons  requiring  flats  or  bungalows 
^32  ,?  f?  two  bedroom  houses 

229  ,f  f*  three  bedroom  houses 

89  single  persons  requiring  flats  or  bungalows 

During  the  year  the  following  types  of  houses  were  erected  in  the 
Urban  District 

Dwellings  built  by  private  enterprise  1 

Dwellings  erected  by  Local  Authority: 

Houses  -  3  beds.  8 

2  beds  28 


Total  37 
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SECTION  VI 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(1}  MILK 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Peculations,  1939 

ihere  are  60  distributors  of  milk  and  1  dairy  registered  by  the 
Urban  District  Council,  and  there  are  no  milk  producers  within  the 
district . 


The  licensing  of  distributors  in  respect  of  Special  Designated 
milk  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council,  and  as 
a  consequence  they  carry  out  the  duties  of  milk  sampling.  Copies 
of  the  results  of  this  sampling  are  sent  to  the  Health  Department 
and  the  146  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

(2)  ICE-CREAM 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  T  etc.)  Regulations,  1959 

There  is  still  only  one  ice-cream  manufacturer  in  the  district 
and  the  cold  mix  method  is  used. 

±he  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  11,  and  these 
were  placed  in  the  Provisional  Grades  as  follows  :- 

Provisional  Grade  1  ...  9 
Provisional  Grade  2  ...  2 

Although  there  are  no  legal  standards  laid  down  in  connection 
with  samples  of  ice-cream,  it  is  considered  that  Grades  1  and  2  are 
satisfactory  and  Grades  3  and  4  unsatisfactory,  the  conclusions 
however  to  be  based  on  the  results  of  two  or  three  samples. 

( 3 )  MEAT  SAMPLES 

.following  consultation  with  the  Director  of  the  Chester  Public 
Health  Laboratory  samples  of  various  meat  products  have  been  taken 
and  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Of  the  30^  samples  taken  9  were  unsatisfactory.  The  standards 
adopted  are  arbitary  ones  based  on  what  one  could  reasonably  expect 

foods  to  comply  with  where  the  methods  of  manufacture,  handling  and 
storage  are  satisfactory. 

A  detailed  investigation  has  been  made  in  each  case  of  an 
unsatisfactory  result  and  advice  given  to  the  retailers  and  manu¬ 
facturers  where  necessary.  Where  the  product  has  been  manufactured 
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outside  the  district  information  has  been  passed  on  to  the  appropriate 
Public  Health  Department  for  further  investigation, 

(4)  NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  BY  TYPES 

•  '  1  -  •  -  ~  <Wll>l— IH  ■  IIMI—  U  XL  I I _ 


•  o  • 


General  Grocery  and  Greengrocery  Shops 
General  Grocery  with  Outdoor  Licence 
Butchers 1  Shops 
Fish  Frying  Shops 
Wet  Fish  Shops 
Bakers  &  Confectioners 
Dairies 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Licensed  Premises 
Canteens 


•  + 


•  ♦  ♦ 


..  84 

8 

22 

10 

4 

. .  16 

1 

..  13 

.  •  26 
. .  20 


(5)  REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  USED  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE ,  STORAGE  OR  SAT.*: 
OF  FOOD  UNDER  SECTION  18  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1953 


Purpose  for  which 
Registered 

Premises 

on 

Register 

1963 

Added  to 
Register 

1963 

Removed 

from 

Register 

1963 

Total  on 
Register 

1963 

Sale  and  Storage  of 
Ice-Cream 

8? 

87 

Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream 

1 

- 

1 

Manufacture  of  Preserved 
foods, etc.  (mainly 
sausages,brawn  &  potted 
meat) 

11 

11 

Fish  Frying 

10 

- 

10 

TOTALS 

109 

1 

.  1 

109 

(6)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1958 

There  has  been  no  change  in  connection  with  the  private 
slaughterhouses  in  Northwich.  All  continue  to  be  used  fully  and  are 
in  excellent  condition. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  October 
1963,  and  as  is  generally  known  these  Regulations  allowed  local 
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authorities  to  charge  for  meat  inspection.  After  consideration 
of  the  regulations ,  the  Council  decided  not  to  make  any  charge  for 
meat  inspection. 

It  has  been  possible  to  maintain  100 %  meat  inspection,  and 
although  there  is  little  (Sunday  work  there  is  evening  and  Saturday 
meat  inspection. 

The  quality  of  the  meat  is  very  high  and  other  than  four  carcases 
the  meat  condemned  was  offal.  Although  there  has  been  a  slight 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  for  all  practical 
purposes  tne  position  is  fairly  constant.  It  is  pleasing  again  to 

report  that  no  carcases  or  offal  of  cattle  showed  any  evidence  of 
tuberculosis . 

During  the  year  1 ,026  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  meat 
inspection.  . 


Tne  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  together  with  details  of  the  post  mortem  inspection. 


!  Cattle 
^excluding 
Cows 

i 

1 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

! 

Pigs 

No.  killed  and  inspected 

751 

_ 

591 

15 

3666 

2762 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

40 

83 

l4o 

50 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or  Cysticerci 

5-3% 

14.0% 

13.3% 

3.8% 

1.8% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

17 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

_ 

.65% 

Cysticercosis  i 

i 

i 

l 

- 

- 
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CONDEMNATION  OF  MEAT 


(7) 


The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  1  ton  1  cwt  1  qr.  91bs., 
and  this  was  disposed  of  to  reputable  firms  for  processing, 

(8)  SLAUGHTERMEN 1 S  LICENCES 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  district  is  17. 

(9)  FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations ,  i960 

Due  to  a  shortage  of  staff,  no  detailed  inspections  have  been 
carried  out  in  connection  with  these  Regulations,  but  every  opportunity 
is  taken  during  visits  to  food  premises  to  bring  about  improvements 
if  possible.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  customers 
are  forcing  higher  standards  by  their  choice  of  food  shops  for  trading. 
Also  greater  competition  in  the  food  trade  is  causing  many  shopkeepers 
to  make  their  premises  more  attractive,  and  incidentally,  improving 
the  standard  of  food  hygiene.  Pre-packing  of  food  is  also  playing  a 
great  part  in  connection  with  cleanliness  of  food  exposed  for  sale. 

It  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  that  the  Food  Hygiene  course  which 
should  have  commenced  at  the  Mid-Cheshire  College  of  Further  Education 
was  not  a  success  due  to  the  lack  of  students,  A  certain  basic 
knowledge  is  required  by  workers  in  the  food  trade  if  they  are  to 
maintain  reasonable  standards  of  hygiene  when  handling  food.  It 
would  seem  that  one  solution  would  be  to  pay  a  bonus  to  staff  who 
attend  suitable  courses  and  obtain  some  type  of  qualification  in  Food 
Hygiene. 

It  was  not  possible  to  commence  the  construction  of  the  new 
Market  Hall  in  19^3»  but  plans  are  well  advanced  and  the  main  cause  of 
the  delay  is  the  necessity  of  fitting  the  new  Market  Hall  in  with 
other  re-development  in  the  vicinity ,  These  developments  involve  a 
new  sewer,  which  has  been  referred  to  previously,  a  new  main  road 
through  the  town,  and  the  re-development  of  the  town  centre  with 
shopping  precincts. 


(1°)  CONDEMNATION  OF  FOOD 

Traders  having  any  unfit  or  doubtful  food  report  to  the  Health 
Department  and  after  an  inspection  has  been  made  a  certificate  is 
given  and  the  food  is  voluntarily  surrendered.  The  unsound  food  is 
collected  by  the  Health  Department  and  disposed  of  either  by 
burying  on  the  tip  or,  if  suitable,  sent  with  kitchen  waste  for  pig 
food.  The  food  buried  on  the  tip  is  rendered  unpalatable  by 
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isinfection.  There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  amount  of  food 
condemned  during  the  year.  This  was  mainly  due  to  isolated  instances 
w  ere  deep  freeze  refrigerators  developed  faults  and  all  the  food 
had  to  be  condemned  as  a  safety  precaution. 


The  amount  of  food  involved  in  1963  was  1 
made  up  as  follows 


ton  13  cwts  17  lbs.  and 


Tins  of  Veal,  Ham  &  Tongue  ... 

489  lbs. 

Ians  of  Corned 

Beef 

9  0  0  9  9  0 

24  lbs. 

Tins  of  Luncheon  Meat 

9  9  9  9  9  0 

6  lbs . 

Other  Assorted 

Tins 

•  9  0  0  0  0 

1929  lbs. 

Apricots 

•  •  • 

9  0  0  9  0  0 

143  lbs. 

Pork  (Chopped) 

•  •  • 

9  9  0  0  9  0 

40  lbs. 

Cherries 

♦  #  • 

•  9  0  0  0  9 

4  lbs . 

Peaches  . . . 

•  o  0 

9  0  0  0  0  0 

36  lbs . 

Grapes  . . . 

9  0  0 

9  •  9  0  9  0 

68  lbs . 

Apples  . . . 

9  0  0 

•  0  0  9  9  9 

272  lbs. 

Chocolate 

0  9  9 

9 9  0  9  9  0 

14  lbs. 

Frozen  Foods 

t  •  « 

9  9  0  9  0  9 

608  lbs. 

Wet  Fish  . . , 

•  •  t 

0  0  9  9  0  0 

60  lbs . 

TOTAL 

3,?13  lbs. 

22  dozen  eggs  and  6  dozen  oranges  were  also  condemned. 
(11)  BAKEHOUSES 


There  are  8  bakehouses , 
and  they  are  satisfactory. 


two  less  than  last  year,  in  the  district, 


(12)  OTHER  FOODS 


of  60Tl)ar?^rtyfC<TCil/eiShtS  &  Measures  Inspectors  took  samples 

?963  Th  fon1  f  f°°?  in  the  Northwich  Urban  District  during 

19t>3.  Th„  following  3  samples  were  not  up  to  standard  8 


Sample 

Hesult  of  Analysis 

He marks 

Milk 

Sub-standard  but  genuine  milk 
Deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

Milk 

to  extent  of  1.1% 

do 

No  action 

No  action 

Flour  (Plain) 

Containing  an  excess  of  creta 

praeparata 

Caution 

F.  Seymour,  M.B.,  Ch.B. ,  D.P. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

T.  Baines, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  rfEKE  FOUND 


J 


Ol 


30 


Totals 


